3C2          MOHAMMEDAN THEORIES OF FINANCE

to its beneficiaries by the owners themselves, the Malikites,1
with a view to avoiding praise and insuring secrecy, recom-
mend the disbursement of zakat through an agent (ntiib},
that is, the state, especially if the zakat payer is ignorant
of the law or the imam is just. In fact the Malikites require
the owners to disburse to the imam when he is just even the
gakat of their non-apparent property.

The person who fails to pay his zakat (tarik al-zakat)
is not killed for it, but his zakat is collected from his prop-
erty by force. If, however, the collection of the zakat by
force is not possible, then he may be proceeded against by
military force until the zakat is collected, even if that should
eventually lead to his being killed.2 This was done by the
calif Abu Bakr with the tribes which had refused to pay
the zakat after the Prophet's death. The fighting of the
" refusers " (mani"") of zakat is lawful according to either
of the two constructions put on the " order " to pay the
zakat above mentioned, because by refusing to submit to the
just orders of the authorities they have committed treason.
Abu Hanlfah disapproves of fighting in. case the property
owners undertake themselves to settle the zakat to the poor
directly.

The above applies as regards the zakat of apparent prop-
erty only,3 for in the case of non-apparent property, the
owners may themselves settle their zakat dues. They are
nevertheless rebuked (ankara 'alayhi) if they fail to do
this, the right of censure in this case belonging to the public
inspector (muhtasib), since the collector has no jurisdiction
over non-apparent property. It might, however, be argued
that this right belongs to the collector because, although he

1 Kharashi, pp. 124, 130.

2 Mawardi, p. 380.

3 Mawardi, pp. 415-6.